Winter 2023
News/letter
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On Downs

Sande, Eleanor and Jan hope that your 2023 has got off to a good
start and that you and your families had an enjoyable holiday season.

Up on Downs is excitedly looking ahead to another amazing year
. * full of events; it was |ove|y to see so many of you at our first Fami|y
<. Support Meeting last week. These take p|ace on the 2nd Saturday of
/ each month at Hitchin Youth Trust between 2 - 4pm. We would love
* ™ to see you there.

We are very pleased that our Speech Therapy Co-worker Aneetha, who
established our third group in Welwyn Garden City last year, will be
expanding her programme to take on more children in 2023. If you are
interested in finding out more about the Speech Therapy programme p|ease

email enquiries.nhdownS@yahoo.co.uk, thanks to those who have a|ready
expressed an interest.

We are already busy thinking ahead to our other events for this year,
including our World Down Syndrome Day event in partnership with Musterhubs

and our return to Magdalen Farm so watch this space for more details about
these and much more!
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TEEN
BOWLING

ounday 26th Feb - 2pm

Young adults and teenagers
would be most welcome to join
our next social bowling
afternoon. Let Jan at
enquiries.nhdowns@yahoo.co.uk
know if you are interested and
we will book the lanes (young
people are asked to cover the
cost of their game).

Parents/carers are welcome to retreat to the cafe to
promote independence if they wish. Jan and a volunteer will
assist at the lanes. Young people are encouraged to stay
and socialise together in the cafe or arcades after the game.

Hollywood Bowl
Woodside Leisure Park
Watford WD25 7)Z




Telling it Right in 2023

After a bit of a break over the Christmas holidays Up on Downs got back in the
saddle and kick started the year by submitting information to the Strategic
Inequalities review into Maternity Services via the Voluntary, Community, Faith
and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Alliance. It is hoped that our views, along with
other voices from the VCFSE can help to shape improvements in the NHS
Integrated Care System (ICS) that oversees our loved one's care.

Whilst our events and speech classes will always be the most important
outreach, and forms the core to the work that benefits our member families,
there is also a lot of behind the scenes work that we do to help advocate for
the community. We do this via forums such as the VCFSE Alliance and through
partnership meetings with organisations such as HPCIl and the NHCVS,

What can we do for you in 2023?

Last year we introduced our lovely feedback cards which had easy choose
options but also offered the opportunity for more detailed feedback. These
cards were put to good use getting feedback from the Choices Teens and

their parent carers.

The cards allowed us to gather great feedback which we then put to good use
helping us secure a 2nd round of funding for Choices. It also offered up
wonderful ideas which will help us to deliver a programme that is varied and
makes use of our young people's interests.

Up on Downs would love to e

hear from its members about '
the issues that are most

important to you and what you \WANTQ
feel you would need to help you

FEEDBACK

navigate your role as a parent o ®
carer.
Please get in touch with us -/

at anytime via the website, email,
phone or feedback card enquiries.nhdowns@yahoo.co.uk



It was wonderful to see so many members,
old and new, at this year's Christmas
party. Signalling the return to our normal
annual festivities since the pandemic
began we thoroughly enjoyed seeing so
many happy faces enjoying the many
activities that were on offer.

Huge shout outs go out to our brave
Karaoke singers who brought their
amazing talents to the dancefloor.
We also owe our thanks to our
wonderful volunteers, Kim, Pat, Jo,
Karen, Maya, Florence, Edwyn and
Joshua who helped deliver
refreshments and tombola prizes
throughout the party.

Also Up on Downs owes extra special thanks to our
very special guest - Santa who came along to delight the
children with his fabulous gifts.

It really was an afternoon to cherish and remember.
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Our very great thanks to Ms Rita ponagh, great

to member Florence Nuttall, for her g€

donation of £372-30- Ms Donagh hasa
enough to set up aregular monthly donatio

nerous
|so been kind

ntoUp

ge thanks for this!
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https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/18707#!/DonationDetails
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/18707#!/DonationDetails




